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25. (new) A variant according to claim 23 wherein the amino acid mutation is in 
the B domain and/or the C domain of the HBV DNA p/olymerase. 



26. (new) A variant according to claim 23 comprising a mutation in one or more 
of amino acids within the sequence: 

Q/K TY/FGR/W KLHL Y/l S/A HPI l/V J^GFRK l/L PMG V/G GLS PFLL 
AQFTSAI C/L S (SEQ ID jio:25) 
of HBV DNA polymerase. 

27. (new) A variant according to cla'im 26 comprising a mutation in one or more 
amino acids within the sequence; 

S/A HPI l/V LGFRK l/L PMG V/G'GLSPFLLAQFTSAIC/L S (SEQ ID NO:44) 

of HBV DNA polymerase. 



28. (new) A variant acc6rdir/g to claim 23 comprising a nucleotide sequence 
which encodes a DNA polymerase having the amino acid sequence: 

^HPIXzLGXaRrOfctP-MerXlGts^FLXyAQFTSAXBXs (SEQ ID NO:27) 

XmFXnYX^DDXiVLGAX^s (SEQ ID NO:28) 
wherein Xt is S or j\; 

X 2 is I or/ 
X 3 is Fybr L; 
X4 is /or L; 
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X 5 is L or V or G; 
X 6 is P or L; 
X? is L or M| 
Xg is I or L; 
X 9 is C or L; 
X 10 is A or V; 
Xn is S or A; 
X12 is M or I or V; 
X13 is V or L or M; 
X 14 is K or R; and/or 
X 15 S orT; 

and wherein said variant exhibits redi/ced sensitivity to a nucleoside analogue, such as 



famciclovir (penciclovir) and/or lamivudine (3TC). 

29. (new) A variant accordipg^clairn 23 having a mutation in one or more of 
amino acids 1 18 to 169 or 189 to 207 of HBV surface antigen. 



30. (new) A varia/rt according to claim 29 comprising a DNA polymerase having 
the amino acid sequence: 

X^TX^aX^KLHL^ 

(SEQ ID NO:42) 

X^FXnYM^DDX/aVLGAX^,.; (SEQ ID NO:43) 
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wherein: Xi 6 is Q or K; 

X 17 is Y or F; 
Xia is G; 

Xigis RorWor E; 
X 20 is Y or L; 
X 2 i is S or A; 
Xaa is I or V; 
X 3 is F or L; 
X* is I or I; 
X5 is L or V or G/ 
X 6 is P or L; 
X 7 is L or M; 
Xa is I or L; 
X 9 is 

is A otfV" 



12 is 



13 is/ 



or I or V; 



X 14 is K or R; and/or 
X n5 /S or T; 

and wherein said variant exhibits reduced sensitivity to a nucleoside analogue, such as 
famciclovir (pencicloyir) and/or lamivudine (3TC). 



